
The Power of Love 

 

Here is an example of how Jesus ministered this power in the life of another and how that 

example might apply to our lives as disciples of the Great Lover. The story is taken from John 

chapter 3. It speaks of Jesus’ encounters with Nicodemus and is an example of the power of love 

at work in the life of one of the religious elite. 

 

Words about �icodemus 

Read John 3:1-21 

 

As Jesus encounters Nicodemus, the power of love is expressed to the consummate religious elite 

personality. 

We note immediately that Nicodemus came to Jesus. The power of love has a drawing effect on 

others. Do our ministries and our lives have this sort of captivating impulse on others? If not, 

what is missing? 

Jesus responds to the need of Nicodemus’ heart even though he wasn’t asking the question. 

 Note:   Nicodemus - “We know you are a teacher sent from God.” 

  Jesus - “You must be born again!” 

The power of love doesn’t skirt the issue like some politicians, but speaks the truth in love. 

Sometimes even as leaders in the church we are faced with questions and doubts about the 

Kingdom as we progress on our own spiritual journeys. Will we be sensitive enough to respond 

or will pride keep us from also having the power of love touch our area of deepest need? 

 

The power of love also meets people in their specific needs. Since every individual is a unique 

creation, we must be sensitive to how we can “manifest the grace of God in its various forms.” 

Church programs can be great, but how are we going to reach people of different makeup? 

 

Probably the best known passage in the Bible is John 3:16. Here it is presented as initially posed 

by the Son of God to one individual. What might that say about God’s care for you? 

 

The power of love shines as a bright light. Nicodemus came at night for secrecy. Are there any 

areas of our lives that need to be exposed to the light? In what ways do we radiate the power of 

love so that we shine as a light in the darkness? 

 

Nicodemus is later found in only two other places in this gospel (John 7:50-52 and 19:38-40). 

From these passages, it is evident that the power of love had a positive impact on this symbol of 

religious prestige. How will the power of love affect you? How in the world will you minister 

without it? 

 


